
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

DARIEN YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION – April 8, 2019 

The Board of Directors of the DYHA held a regular meeting at 7:45 p.m. on April 8, 2019, at 

Twin Rinks. 

In attendance: 

Pat Mullin, Andrew Bell (by phone), Dean Bellissimo, Dawn Bryson, Chris Burt, Gina Fusco, 

Mike Kadish, Traci Lacoseglio (by phone), John Massey, Aileen Wiate, Michelle Woodward, 

Dave Austen.  Also in attendance:  Dan Brown; Tom Carey. 

 

1. Announcements – Pat Mullin 

• Pat announced to the Board that Buzz Olson has decided to step down from the Board 

after conclusion of the Bantam tryouts, due to having accepted a new opportunity. 

• Pat updated the Board about USA Hockey arbitration brought by the Chiefs and the CT 

Roughriders against CHC.  USA Hockey upheld the Chiefs petition, but denied the 

Roughriders.   Pat noted that the Chiefs are holding Bantam tryouts before the USA 

Hockey Nationals, plus remaining in Tier I in AYHL. 

• Pat advised the Board that discussions continue for housing the outdoor mini rink.   

2. Travel Update – Dean Bellissimo 

Dean Bellissimo briefed the Board about the Bantam A team making the USA Hockey 

Nationals.  The Board discussed the recently completed tryouts.  The Board noted that the 

process was improved, but discussed areas for further improvement next year. 

3. Ice Cats Update – Dave Austen 

The Board discussed the need to better publicize the procedure for girls who try out for both co-

ed Travel and Ice Cats.  The Board also considered alternatives for girls cut from travel teams. 

4. Treasurer’s Report – Aileen Wiate 

Aileen reported that she is done with the FY’20 budget.   

Aileen reported the percentage increases for different age bracket registration fees and House 

fees.  The Board discussed alternatives for Squirt and PeeWee Development teams’ skills 

sessions next season.   

5. Registration Update – Traci Lacoseglio 

Traci reported that she is tracking players cut from Travel tryouts to get them to pay House 

registration fees. 

She is waiting for flyers from Trini Leonard to publicize House registration. 
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6. Scheduler Update – John Massey and Tom Carey 

Tom Carey reported on his efforts to identify a system to automate the scheduling process.  He 

noted that DYHA’s scheduling needs are more complex than typical sports leagues.  He 

continues to explore schedule optimization providers. 

John Massey reported that we paid the last bills for ice, and on the status of obtaining ice 

schedules for next season. 

 7. CHC Update – Dawn Bryson and Dan Brown 

Dawn reported about CHC proposals, including regarding SafeSport Training.  There was a 

discussion about updating and enforcing the Locker Room Policy. 

Pat Mullin advised the Board that there were 2 nominees for the position of CHC Vice President, 

and one is Dawn Bryson.  CHC also needs to elect a Secretary.  Pat announced he would 

schedule calls with directors to discuss the candidate to be supported by DYHA. 

8. Legal Update – Mike Kadish 

Mike moved for approval of the previously distributed revised DYHA Code of Conduct and 

Refund Policy.  Both were approved unanimously, with one change to the Code of Conduct. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m. 


